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The Train Track 
and the Basket
Dr Claire Barber
University of Huddersfield, UK
Materials in and of the landscape
Immigrants arriving from Europe to Ellis Island circa 1900Drawing of the Polish Border style of basket weaving
Coates Willow and Basket Centre, Taunton, Somerset (left and centre images)
Coates Willow and Basket Centre, Taunton, Somerset (left and centre images)
Coates Willow and Basket Centre, Taunton, Somerset (centre images)
Passengers on train to Gdansk, Poland. 
YIVO Institute for Jewish research (top image)
Passengers on train to Gdansk, Poland. 
YIVO Institute for Jewish research.
Wicker trunk that belonged to Hellen Paap, departed from Germany circa 1900 (bottom image). 
Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration. 
Wicker reed suitcase that belonged to donor’s mother who immigrated to US from Poland in 
1915 (top image). Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration. 
Passengers on train to Gdansk, Poland. 
YIVO Institute for Jewish research (top image)
Wicker reed suitcase that belonged to donor’s mother who immigrated to US from Poland in 
1915 (top image). Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration. 
Passengers on train to Gdansk, Poland. 
YIVO Institute for Jewish research (top image)
Abraham Solomon ‘Second Class—The Parting: "Thus part we rich in sorrow, parting poor“’ 1855. 
Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection
Wicker reed suitcase that belonged to donor’s mother who immigrated to US from Poland in 
1915 (top image). Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration. 
Passengers on train to Gdansk, Poland. 
YIVO Institute for Jewish research (top image)
Abraham Solomon ‘Second Class—The Parting: "Thus part we rich in sorrow, parting poor“’ 1855. 
Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection
Albert Bierstadt ‘Donna Lake from the Summit’ 1873. New York Historical Society (top image)
Abraham Solomon ‘Second Class—The Parting: "Thus part we rich in sorrow, parting poor“’ 1855. 
Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection
Albert Bierstadt ‘Donna Lake from the Summit’ 1873. New York Historical Society (top image)
Abraham Solomon ‘Second Class—The Parting: "Thus part we rich in sorrow, parting poor“’ 1855. 
Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection
Albert Bierstadt ‘Donna Lake from the Summit’ 1873. New York Historical Society (top image)‘A Day for Stepping Lightly’ Bardsey Island, 2001.
Materials distanced from the landscape
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Basket that belonged to the donors mother Augusta 
Bronstrom who immigrated to the US from Sweden in 
1907. She brought food in the basket. Ellis Island 
National Museum of Immigration.
Wicker reed suitcase that belonged to the donors 
mother who immigrated to the US from Poland in 
19015. Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration.
Sewing machine, Christine and Mortina
Pettersen, Norway.
Wood plane and grooving plane, Karl Steitz, 
Germany, 1919. 
Ellis Island National Museum of 
Immigration.



Wicker Suitcase that belonged to Albert Gusset from Brienz, 
Switzerland. National Museum of Immigration.
Ceiling of Great Hall at Ellis Island National Museum 
of Immigration where immigrants were processed.
Wicker Suitcase that belonged to Albert Gusset from Brienz, 
Switzerland. National Museum of Immigration.
Concepts that travel

Diagram of Slewing, a type of 
decorative band used in basket 
weaving, with sequential 
documentation of Guimaraes train 
track in Portugal and The Humber, 
Hull.
Wicker Suitcase that belonged to Albert 
Gusset from Brienz, Switzerland (detail). 
National Museum of Immigration.



The Train Track and the Basket, 
Hull Paragon Railway Station, 2017















References
Barratt, O. E. (1991). Basket making. London: Charles Letts & Co Ltd.
Butcher, M. E. (2010). Basket Borders. Kent: The Basket Makers Association.
Evans, N. J. (2001) Work in progress: Indirect passage from Europe Transmigration via the UK,   
1836-1914. In Journal for Maritime Research, 3:1, 70-84.
Evans, N. J. (2006). Aliens en route: European transmigration through Britain, 1836-1914 (Unpublished doctoral thesis). University of  
Hull, Hull. 
Dines, T. (2013). The wild things: Guide to the changing plant life of the British Isles. London: 
Transworld Publishers.
Gillow, J. and Sentence, B. (1999). World textiles. London: Thames & Hudson Ltd.
Goldstein, K. (Curator). (1999). Packing for America: The prized and the practical [exhibition].   
Exhibited at Pilgrim Hall Museum, Massachusetts  June 1999 - May 2001.
Hixson, K. (2011). Anna Wilson: Wind/Rewind/Weave. In Textile, Volume 9, Issue 2, pp.220-229.
Israel, F. L. (1968). 1897 Sears Roebuck catalogue. New York: Chelsea House Publishers.
Royer, R. (1977). Original fabric designs influenced by those imported by Scandinavian 
immigrants. Retrospective theses and dissertations, paper 7952. Iowa, USA: Iowa State University.
